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the North, while wholly averse to the dismemberment
of the Union, could hardly be said to anticipate an
offensive war against the South, They were, how-
ever, unwilling to surrender the forts on the South-
ern coast to the States within whose borders they were
situated. Their policy seems to have been a waiting
policy; but whether they looked forward to a return
of the Cotton States to the Union, or to a war in
which these States would be the aggressors, is not
very clear.

Meantime, no one knew how the masses of the
Northern people viewed the whole question. The
event was to show that the masses knew very little
and cared less about the theory of the matter, but
that the sentiment of devotion to the United States
as their country, and the belief that their country
comprehended within its borders all the seceding
States, were unexpectedly and overwhelmingly
strong.

